Biographical note
LUIS MARÍA ANSON

Born in Madrid the year before the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War, Luis María Anson is an exceptional case within the journalistic profession. He published his first articles at the age of 13. At 15, he was the Editor-in-Chief of the Pilar School newspaper. He completed his Secondary School diploma, attaining the outstanding merit award in his pre-university exams. He studied journalism in Madrid, where he finished top of his year. At 19, he began to write for the daily ABC. At 20, he was a regular contributor to the celebrated page three of the paper, at the time the most important column in Spain. He was editor, section head, senior editor and deputy editor of ABC, and Editor-in-Chief of its Sunday supplement. Leader writer for many years, he was also the foreign correspondent in Hong Kong, war correspondent in the Congo, Vietnam, Israel and Cambodia. As special correspondent, Anson has visited over 100 countries in the course of his work. On February 9, 1964, the prominent intelectual Azorín declared in ABC that "of the new generation, Luis María Anson and Camilo José Cela are the two most important writers in their respective genres".


Anson was Editor-in-Chief of Blanco y Negro in 1975 and transformed the magazine into a huge success. He went on to do the same, in 1976, with Gaceta ilustrada. That year, he succeeded Manuel Aznar in the Board of Directors of La Vanguardia. Also in 1976, he became president and director of the Agencia Efe, which came to occupy fourth position among the leading international news agencies, and became the leader in the Spanish-speaking world. The National Audit Office commissioned by the Socialist government in 1983 registered the immense expansion attained by the Agency.


Anson has worked in radio and has run two television programmes: "Mirada al mundo" and "La Prensa en el debate", which became second in the viewers’ listings and received the Ondas Award in 1977. Professor and deputy director of the School of Journalism, he played a prominent role in the team that introduced journalism degrees into the Spanish University system.


Anson has honorary doctorates from the Universities of Mexico and Lisbon. In 1995 he was elected member of the Real Academia de Doctores. In 1997 he was elected corresponding member of the Portuguese Historical Academy.


In 1996 he was elected member of the Real Academia Española, making his inaugural speech on February 8, 1998.


In addition to over 100 literary and journalistic awards, Anson is the only writer to have received the six big awards of Spanish journalism: the Prince of Asturias Award for Communication and Humanities, as well as the Mariano de Cavia, the Luca de Tena, the Víctor de la Serna, the González Ruano y the National Journalism Award. He also received two of the most prestigious international awards in the field of Hispano-American journalism: the Juan Montalvo and the Caonabo. Author of eleven books, including well-known works like El Gengis Khan rojo, La justa distribución de la riqueza mundial and La Negritud, he received the National Literary Award for his study El grito de Oriente. In 1994 he published Don Juan, which, for much of the year, was at the top of all the various lists of best-selling books, and was regarded by critics on both the left and the right as "the book of the year".


In 1979 he was elected President of the Madrid Press Association. That same year he was elected President of the Spanish Federation of Press Associations. In Lima, in 1981, the Presidents of the Journalism Schools of 21 nations elected him President of the Ibero-American Federation of Associations of Journalists.


In 1982, Anson was appointed Editor-in-Chief of the daily ABC, which was then going through a profound crisis, with the lowest sales figures since 1909. He overhauled the newspaper and, six years later, ABC attained the highest sales figures in its history, regaining its influence on policy- and decision-makers and returning to occupy a leading position in the Spanish press. In 1997, Anson was named President of Televisa Europa. He pioneered the development of digital television. In the summer of 1998 he founded the daily newspaper La Razón, of which he was President for seven years, leaving when the newspaper was acquired by the owner of the pro-Catalan independence newspaper Avui. In 2008 he founded the electronic newspaper El Imparcial, of which he is the President.


From the age of 17, Anson was linked with Don Juan de Borbón, maintaining a firm stance in favour of a constitutional monarchy and of opposition to the Franco dictatorship. He was summonsed and tried on numerous occasions. His article, "La Monarquía de todos", published in ABC on July 21, 1966, prompted the authorities to seize the newspaper, causing a great scandal and resulting in Anson spending a year in exile. According to Franco’s biographer, Salgado-Araujo, the General wrote in his diary that day: "Luis María Anson is the biggest enemy of the regime". Member of the Privy Council of Don Juan de Borbón during the time of the opposition to the dictatorship, Anson has never belonged to any political party and he has repeatedly refused to accept a political position in order to focus wholeheartedly on his journalistic work, to which he has dedicated his entire life.










